
Weed Watch Round-up Meeting   

September 26, 2020, 9:00–10:35 am  

Thirteen weed patrollers attended the meeting via Zoom teleconference.   

Maria opened the meeting with introductions and then asked if any patrollers had any new or  

unusual findings to report for the 2020 season (e.g., plants, activity on the lake, etc.).  

• Channel Zone: Patrollers noted that they found native water milfoil, new water  

marigold, and more native water naiad in Paige Brook. Maria commented that she has  

also seen more plant growth in general throughout the lake. She contrasted this with 

Purity Lake, where she trained patrollers this summer and found little plant growth.  

• Dolloff cove: Patrollers reported sightings of familiar native plants, but in  greater 

quantity than usual. There was discussion about the possibility that runoff  

containing lawn fertilizer could be responsible. Bill Petry said water testing does not  

indicate elevated levels of nutrients like phosphorous in the lake. There could be 

more  nutrients along the shore in certain places but results from testing spots this 

year are consistent with or better than in years past.  

• Heron Cove: Patrollers also reported that in the small inlet where Stritch Brook enters 

Dolloff Cove (Heron  Cove), they found a nice variety of plants including, for first time 

this year, spiral pondweed and  vaseys pondweed. In addition, they found globular 

masses attached to some plants that were taken to the cyanobacteria lab at DES in 

Concord and identified as Rivularia - a cyanobacteria.  The consensus was that 

cyanobacteria has probably been present before but this is the first  time it has been 

identified. This is a low toxicity form of cyanobacteria, and Maria has also  found it in 

South Cove. Maria said it’s important for us to know that we watch for invasive  plants 

and animals and also cyanobacteria. Bill noted that cyanobacteria feeds on nitrogen 

and  heavy doses of phosphorus and that shallow water and high temps will cause 

blooms. There  was discussion about whether it is worth having testing sites near these 

pods of cyanobacteria. Bill responded that there is testing in Dolloff Cove and at the 

mouth of Paige Brook, but we  could add additional samples from shorelines if people 

volunteered to collect them. So far, this  year’s testing does not show increased 

nutrient levels. If there are places that test high for phosphorus, then the homeowners 

in that area would need to be alerted to isolate the issue (septic, fertilizers). The testing 

program we have in place is ambitious and is completed on a regular, routine basis. Of 

stream samples that came back, one in Baird Brook (aka Laughing Brook) was quite 



high. He (Bill) talked to UNH and they said it could be an anomaly or he could hike up 

the brook to see if he could identify the issue. Bill and Maria hiked to investigate. They 

saw nothing unusual. Will test again next season. There was discussion about improving 

public awareness about fertilizer  run off. Dean, Rose, and Claire volunteered to help 

get the word out. Maria will send out a link with information about this issue from the 

state (https://nhlakes.org/lake-friendly-living webinar-series/)  

• Thorne Islands: Patrollers (Christie, Richie, John, and Brad) surveying the Thorne Islands 

reported that they have not observed a lot of new plant growth and that  this year the 

water seems especially clean and clear. Christie and Richie enjoyed training  with Maria 

in South Cove and circumnavigated the entire lake this summer. Three new  first-year 

patrollers reported that they are learning about the native plants and enjoyed  their 

patrols this summer. Maria reminded us that it’s important to bring new patrollers  into 

the group each year.  

Maria acknowledged the new patrollers who joined this season—Steve Kafka, Amy and Zack 

Burke, Barbara Brown, Jim Proulx, and Claire Shoaie—and asked if they or anyone had any 

difficulties to share (e.g., as a patroller, while patrolling). She  has found that wearing the Weed 

Watch vest helps her engage with people out on the lake and  that most know about the 

message “Clean, Drain, and Dry” and how to do it. Patrollers  reported more boat activity than 

in past years. Maria said she would send out a link about the  “grabber” with a pinching tip that 

both she and Don use to collect the “out-of-reach” weeds for  identification. She also 

encouraged trying out other tools known to be helpful, either a small  plastic rake or a 

cultivator hoe on a pole and encouraged patrollers to use the tools that work for us and our 

crafts.  

Next, we discussed how the blog has been working out and if anyone had suggestions for  

improvements/additions. The patrollers thanked Don for his work on the blog and commented  

about how user friendly it is. They also praised Don’s plant identification sheets and the books  

we use as educational resources. Patrollers are  using the blog to log their patrols and also as an 

educational resource. Don is going to check on  how we can all get notifications when a new 

blog post is published.  

Don walked us through revisions he has made to the lake maps and the new maps he has  

added to the website. For instance, he has added the locations of some of the special sightings 

(plants and animals) and names to nearly all of the lake’s coves. There is also a new map with all  



of the 2020 patrol data. It shows that most of the lake has been well-patrolled.  The areas 

missed were portions of Zone 9 and most of Zone 13. 

Maria noted that there is a mission statement published on the landing page of the blog and 

that we will continue to refine it over this winter.  

Maria also reported that she has been working with  Marnie Cobbs, CLCA board member and 

resident of the Town of Eaton, to replace the weather  beaten sign at South Cove with a larger 

metal sign that reminds boaters to “Clean, Drain, and  Dry.” Alongside this sign we are exploring 

the value of posting a second sign with a map containing information about the invasive weeds 

currently infesting nearby  waterbodies.  

Finally, we discussed our next meeting dates. We decided on an earlier kick-off meeting in  

June 19, 2021 @9 by Zoom. Several reasons for this include a good number of patrollers  will 

not have moved back yet for the season and it’s considered a good idea by NH Lakes to  start 

patrolling by the end of June and look for those (invasive) weeds that continue to grow  during 

the winter under the ice. They will be readily visible then before the annual growth of  the 

native water plants. If possible, we may also add a social get together in the summer. We  may 

have to work around COVID if it is still a dominant health issue. With Cliff Cabral’s help,  Maria 

is going to look into displaying samples of invasive weeds at the annual Lake Association  

meeting next summer on August 7th. We also agreed that we would convene a meeting if any  

urgent matter (e.g., an invasive weed sighting) arises.  

The meeting ended at 10:35 am. 

Action Items:  

1. Dean, Rose, and Claire volunteered to help get the word out about how runoff from 

nearby homes can be damaging to the lake. Maria will send out a link with information 

about this issue from the state (https://nhlakes.org/lake-friendly-living webinar-series/). 

2. Don is going to check on how we can all get notifications when a new blog post is 

published.  

 

3. Maria said she would send out a link about the “grabber” with a pinching tip that both 

she and Don use to collect the “out-of-reach” weeds for identification. 

 

https://nhlakes.org/lake-friendly-living%20webinar-series/


4. For all patrollers: It is important to bring new patrollers into the group each year.  

 


